
Type of Residual Disinfectant Used for Drinking Water in 25 Largest Cities in California, by 
Approximate Population Served

Chloramine:  7,131,000  58%

Chlorine,  5,184,000 , 42%

Approximate Population 
Served by Chloramine 

(x1000)

Los Angeles        2269
San Diego          1264
San Francisco       744
Long Beach          477
San Jose            452
Oakland             398
Chula Vista         205
Fremont             202
Oxnard              184
Glendale            173
Oceanside           167
Moreno Valley       166
Santa Ana           123
Anaheim             110
Irvine               62
Garden Grove         55
Huntington Beach     49
Ontario              26
Riverside             5

Approximate Population 
Served by Chlorine 

(x1000)

Los Angeles        1577
Fresno              458
Sacramento          454
San Jose            452
Riverside           284
Bakersfield         284
Stockton            280
Anaheim             224
Santa Ana           219
Modesto             207
San Bernardino      198
Huntington Beach    146
Ontario             145
Irvine              116
Garden Grove        112
Glendale             28

Note:  Populations are based on 2004 estimates from census.gov; disinfectant status from 
2004 and 2005 Consumer Confidence Reports. Cities that receive both chloraminated and 
chlorinated waters are listed twice, with populations apportioned as appropriate.
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The attached pie chart was produced in January 2005 and updated in May 2006 using the 
following methodology: 
 
1.  Populations were obtained from Population Division, U.S. Census Bureau; Release Date: 
June 30, 2005 
http://www.census.gov/popest/cities/tables/SUB-EST2004-04-06.xls 
accessed March 20, 2006 
 
2.  For each city, Consumer Confidence Reports and other reports and fact sheets were obtained 
from each utility website.  If no information was given on a particular source of water supply, we 
assumed that the source was disinfected with chlorine.  If a city used more than one type of 
disinfectant, the population was apportioned in the same ratio as the water disinfection practices. 
 
 
Please help us keep this chart current:  If you are a listed water utility, please let us know if you notice an error or 
can provide us with updated disinfectant usage information, by emailing june.weintraub@sfdph.org 

Phone (415) 252-3800, Fax (415) 252-3875 
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