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Healthy Development Measurement Tool

Tool Content and Organization

Healthy City
Elements

Example

Environmental
Stewardship

Preserve habitats and
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Policy Brief: Open Space
Zoning Requirements

Community Indicators

Health
Objectives

Proportion of open
space acreage to

biodiversity nopulafits

Health-based Rationale
Access and exposure to natural areas reduces stress,
prevents mental illness, facilitates illness recovery,
romotes social cohesion.

Evaluation*

*See Next Page for Evaluation Steps

Baseline Data

The SF Planning
Department assesses
the existing citywide

open space ratio at 5.5
acres of open space per
1000 residents.

Development
Targets

Development and Open Space

Maximum Desirable
10.5 acres per person of
“close to home” open
space.

Benchmark
New development

No

Does the indicator meets or

should increase open

exceed development
target range?

Yes

Development
Target Achieved

space acreage
proportional to the
population

Minimum Acceptable
New development must
provide 1:1 open space

replacement in a
planning area if that
development is taking
over public open space
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